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The international context has also been marked by the works of the Paris Conference on Cli-

mate (COP21) which led to the adoption, by 195 countries, of a universal legally binding 

agreement on climate.  One of the important outcomes of this Summit was the launch of an 

African initiative for the development of renewable energies. This initiative’s targets include 

the construction of at least 10 gigawatts/year of new production capacities by 2020 and 300 

gigawatts by 2030. This initiative will be a step towards the Continent’s green industrializa-

tion although recent efforts by North African countries have shown that they have taken the 

lead in both the design and implementation of green industry development strategies. The 

meeting will provide an opportunity to discuss the challenges and issues of green industriali-

zation as a vector for the structural transformation of North African economies. 

The objectives of the EGM panel discussion / ad hoc meeting organized jointly with the ICE, 

under the theme: “Industrialization through trade in North Africa in the Context of the 

Continental Free Trade Area and Mega Trade Agreements”. Session goals include identify-

ing the conditions required to ensure trade liberalization becomes an actual industrialization 

factor in Africa, to stimulate intra-African trade, foster the emergence of growth drivers in 

strategic industrial sectors, but also to turn the RECs preferential agreements into tools for the 

promotion of the regional value chains. This calls for the prior identification of lasting trade 

and income-generating effects options for North African countries facing multiple free-trade 

agreements, some of which have come into force and others are still under discussion.  

The themes of both the ICE meeting and the EGM panel discussion/ad hoc meeting will pro-

vide member countries' delegates and eminent experts with the opportunity to share reflec-

tions and suggest ways and means for the countries across the sub region to meet development 

challenges in a sustainable way.  

II. MEETING OBJECTIVES  

The specific objective of the ICE meeting is to analyze the current status and the changing 

trends of North African countries' main macro-economic and social aggregates, in order to 

make appropriate recommendations on policies and strategies for a more sustainable and in-

clusive development, greater integration and structural transformation of the economies of the 

sub region. 

For this purpose, the meeting will examine several reports, including: (i) the report on the 

recent evolution of the economic and social conditions in North Africa; (ii) the report on the 

regional and international agendas, including the special initiatives in North Africa; (iii) the 

ECA Annual Report of the activities in North Africa and the draft Strategic Framework for 

2018-2019. 

The meeting recommendations will be submitted to the Conference of African Ministers of 

Finance, Planning and Economic Development, deliberative body of the ECA. 

III. EXPECTED OUTCOMES  

The ICE meeting is expected to enrich and adopt ECA-NA reports, come up with policy and 

strategy recommendations for decision-makers to facilitate the design of national develop-

ment programs and support the acceleration of the regional integration process. A detailed 

meeting report will summarize the presentations, debates and improvements to be made to the 

documents submitted the main conclusions and recommendations. 
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