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Introduction

ECA implemented a series of pilot projects to enhance the capacity of African countries to use
mobile technologies in data collection and statistical production to support effective policies and
decision making.

The pilot projects are designed to be executed by each country’s National Statistical Office
(NSO), in collaboration with a National Training and Research Institute (NTRI) designated by
the NSO. The NTRI, in collaboration with the NSO, conducted applied research to adapt and
develop appropriate concepts, systems and methodologies for the use of mobile technologies in
data collection, and the integration of the collected data into standard statistical processes. In
many parts of the world, innovation is generated by training and research institutes, which is not
often the case in Africa. This project brought NSOs and NTRIs to work together from the onset
of the activities to ensure acceptability and sustainability. NTRIs are expected to develop their
own research projects based on the results, thereby ensuring sustainability of the capacities being
developed.

Another aspect of the project is the “citizen as data collector”. The objective is to develop
procedures and tools that enable citizens, untrained in statistics, to submit data on their activities
for statistical production.

Main objectives of the project

@ Strengthen the capacity of countries to collect data using mobile technology to enable
statistical data to support the agenda for sustainable development; and
(b) Strengthen working relationships between NSOs and NTRIs in statistical development.

System features

- Information technology infrastructure updated to enable applying the new system for
prices collection

- Automatic transfer of the filed survey data to the CAPMAS central data base

- Automatic data cleaning

- Validate data

- Adapt to other surveys

- Save time and effort at all stages of work

- Produce comprehensive, reliable and timely statistics.

Brief summary of discussions

- CAPMAS has already some technical capacity with using mobile devices for data collection as
they did their last Census with tablets.

- CAPMAS presented the general framework of the CPI Survey that was used to implement the
project.

- CPI Survey is one of the most important statistical and economic indicators and most related to
daily life of individuals.



- CPI is one of the necessary tools used to calculate the national income at fixed prices as well as
measuring the change in real wage levels.

- CP1 is the main indicator that Central Bank of Egypt relies on for its monetary policy.

- CAPMAS had a lot of exchange with Tunisian NSO (Phase 1 pilot country) to learn from them
- Concept of citizen as data collector: the concept of self-enumeration was already explored with
the Census.

- Technical team was trained by Nile University (NU)

- Sustainability of the project: CAPMAS team was trained to be able to maintain the application
and implement any modifications.

- Plan to continue collaboration between CAPMAS and NU to develop the project to full scope
and open collaboration to other areas

- Development of the infrastructure is not limited to the CPI survey and can be extended to other
data collection

- ECA wish for the project to continue through CAPMAS own efforts and budget.

- ECA wish that the collection of data expands to other surveys (as it is the case for Tunisia
which was part of phase 1) and that the collaboration with the Nile University continues.

- During the regional workshop that will be organized in Addis Ababa in 21-23 May, ECA will
discuss ways of moving forward.

News on the closing workshop on “Use of Mobile Technology in Collecting CPI Statistical
Data”
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