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Inventory Report of the 

heritage collection of documents 

in the IDEP Library

Knowledge Management and ICT Division
By

February 2017

Main objective of the inventory

• Preparation for the preservation and

digitization of the collection of documents in

the IDEP library, produced by IDEP and its

member countries as far back as the 1960’s,

with a view to widely disseminating them on-

line and via other electronic methods.
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Specific objectives

• Identify qualitatively and quantitatively (number of
titles and pages) the documents to be digitised

• Gather the documents according to their origin and
publishing location (country, IDEP)

• Physically prepare the documents for digitisation:
dusting, cleaning, physical conditioning.

• Retire those no longer used or that exist in multiple
copies

• Catalogue documents by title, author, date of
publication, state of conservation, physical location,
etc.
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Functional and material

organisation

• Human resources: five contractual librarians

and archivists mobilised on a full-time basis

and supervised by staff of the library

• Duration: three months
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Results

5

Geographical distribution

Regional areas
Number of 

countries

Number of 

pages

IDEP & Africa in general

(Transnational 

documents)  

47,000 p.

North Africa 07 94,000 p.

East Africa 10 64,000 p.

Southern Africa 11 73,500 p.

Central Africa 07 46,300 p.

West Africa 14 191,000 p.

Total number of pages to be scanned : approximately 520,000 p. with 

content from 49 countries, except Cape Verde, Comoros, Equatorial Guinea, Sao 

Tome and Principe and South Sudan
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Pages to be scanned by region

as percentage of the total

IDEP –

Africa general

9%

East Africa 

13%

Southern Africa 

14%

Central Africa 

9%

North Africa

18%

West Africa

37%

7
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Number of pages to be scanned by country

28808

11312

8610

4795
3892 3690

1356 1131
327 73

East Africa

(64,000 p.)
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Southern Africa 

(73500 p.)
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Number of pages to be scanned by country

24427

13050

8915

7138

4590
4111 4085

3319
2350

1151
386

Southern Africa

(73,500 p.)

North Africa

(94000 p.)
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Number of pages to be scanned by country

Egypt Tunisia Sudan Morocco Algeria Mauritania Libya

24259

18992

16824

14686

11900

6083

1212

North Africa

(94,000 p.)
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Number of pages to be scanned by country

Cameroon Democratic

Rep. of the

Congo

Congo Gabon Central

African

Republic

Chad Angola

14972

13070

6971

3569
3464

2547

1699

Central Africa

(46,000 p.)

West Africa

(190000 p.)
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Number of pages to be scanned by country

42351

36077

33768

16032

12128

10062 9621

6999 6896
5737

4868

2341

55

West Africa

(190,000 p.)
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Geographical distribution

Regional areas
Number of 

countries
Number of titles

IDEP & Africa in general

(Transnational 

documents)  

1,400

North Africa 07 900

East Africa 10 800

Southern Africa 11 700

Central Africa 07 400

West Africa 14 1,500

Total number of Titles to be scanned : approximately 5,800 titles with content from 49

countries, except Cape Verde, Comoros, Equatorial Guinea, Sao Tome and Principe and 

South Sudan
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IDEP & Africa general

24%

North Africa

16%

West Africa

27%

Central Africa

7%

East Africa

13%

Southern Africa

13%

14

5,800 titles

Titles to be scanned by region
as percentage of the total
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15

410

119

87

63

37 31
16 12 9 3

East Africa

(800)

Number of titles per country

16

154

137

106

95

64

52 51

27
22

19

6

Southern Africa

(700)

Number of titles per country
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North Africa

(900)

17

Number of titles per country

Egypt Tunisia Sudan Morocco Algeria Mauritania Libya

371

189

138

108

58 57

13

Central Africa

(400)

18

Number of titles per country

Congo Cameroon Democratic

Rep. of the

Congo

Chad Gabon Central

African

Republic

Angola

109

95

88

55

36
32
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19

Number of titles per country

331

238 235

142

121

103

81 79
65

54 49
35

14
1

West Africa

(1,500)

Distribution by year of 

publication
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20



07/03/2017

11

Decennial distribution of 

publications

21

22

Topics & areas covered

1801

474
422 383

295 265 257
192 188 156

77
20

Number of titles per topic
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23

Economy

40%

Agriculture

11%

Population

9%

Planning

8%

Statistics

7%

Education

6%

Industry

6%

Finance 

4%

Trade 

4%

Employment & 

Labour

3% Administration

2%

Percentage distribution by topic 

& the number of titles

What Next? 

• Scanning of the 520,000 + pages

• Creation of a collection of digital documents as a
continental heritage and preserved for future generations

• Integration of the digitised documents in a digital library
accessible online for research purposes

• Provision of a portable digital library via physical electronic
media (DVD, USB keys) for member countries (national
libraries and similar institutions, academic and research
libraries) and partners

• Presentation of the collection in relevant scientific
discussion e.g, conferences, professional and scientific
journals and other discussion fora
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IDEP Library

Po. Box 3186 – cp 18524

Dakar – SENEGAL

library@unidep.org
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